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Contact Information

Get in touch to find out more about our work and our pipeline:

Rinri Therapeutics Ltd.
Innovation Centre
217 Portobello
Sheffield S1 4DP

Tel: +44 [0] 114 222 4330

Email: media@rinri-therapeutics.com

Rinri Therapeutics can be found on LinkedIn

mailto:media@rinri-therapeutics.com
https://www.linkedin.com/company/rinri-therapeutics/


Facts – Rinri Therapeutics

Rinri 
Therapeutics is 
the first biotech 
company in the 

world 
developing a 

regenerative cell 
therapy for 

hearing loss.

Rinri’s
technology has 
the potential to 
address huge 
unmet need, 

improve patient 
outcomes and 
ease pressure 

on global 
healthcare 
systems.

Rinri’s 
pioneering cell 

therapy seeks to 
reverse SNHL by 

repairing 
damage to the 
inner ear, using 

standard 
surgical 
methods.

Rinri means 
‘ear’ in 

Quechua – the 
language 
originally 

spoken by the 
indigenous 
people of 

South 
America.

Rinri has a 
strong, multi-

disciplinary and 
experienced 

team, including 
a world-

renowned 
scientist, 
behind its 

technology.

Rinri 
Therapeutics is 
aiming to begin 
clinical trials of 
its therapy in 
2024, starting 
with auditory 
neuropathy 

patients who 
make up 25% of 

the SNHL 
community.



Facts - Hearing Loss Landscape

The WHO estimates that currently more than 5% of the world's population (approximately 430 million people) 
have disabling hearing loss. In the US, approximately 65 million people are affected by hearing loss; in Europe it is 

about 34 million1

There is no approved pharmacological treatment for sensorineural hearing loss despite causing 90% of hearing 
loss in adults2

In the UK, untreated hearing loss costs the economy around £25.5 billion each year3

1 The WHO, 2 Healthline, 3,4,5,6 Hearing Link, 7,8 RNID

6.7 million could benefit from hearing aids, but only about 2 million people use them4

About 12,000 people in the UK use cochlear implants5

It is suggested that people wait on average 10 years before seeking help for their hearing loss and when they do, 
GPs fail to refer 30-45% to NHS audiology services7

In 2018, less than 1% of the total public and charity investment in medical research was spent on hearing 
research. That adds up to just 83p spent for every person affected8

https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/deafness-and-hearing-loss
https://www.healthline.com/health/sensorineural-hearing-loss
https://www.hearinglink.org/news/201903/untreated-hearing-loss-costs-uk-25-5b-per-year-new-report-claims/
https://rnid.org.uk/about-us/research-and-policy/facts-and-figures/


Boiler Plate

Rinri Therapeutics is a private biotechnology company 
developing the world’s first regenerative cell therapies 
for hearing loss. The company’s pioneering technology 
seeks to reverse sensorineural hearing loss (SNHL), the 
leading form of deafness, through the repair and 
regeneration of the damaged cytoarchitecture in the 
inner ear. There are currently no pharmacological 
treatment options for SNHL patients.

Rinri is backed by Boehringer Ingelheim Venture Fund 
(BIVF), UCB Ventures, We are Pioneer Group, the 
University of Sheffield and the UK Future Fund. Rinri 
was founded in 2018 based on the pioneering research 
of Professor Marcelo Rivolta – a recognised world 
leader in the field of sensory stem cell biology.



Videos

Animation to be placed here Secondary video to be here (MOA)



Videos

This video shows the magnificent structures of the inner 
ear and helps to communicate Rinri’s work to a non-expert 
audience.

Please find our Medical Advisor, Professor Gerald 
O’Donoghue, being featured on the BBC East Midlands 
news discussing the hearing loss landscape and its future 
therapies - HERE

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KVuuWjU4n946HXkHmlDyG7baRrJwCC2w/view
http://mms.tveyes.com/MediaView/?c3RhdGlvbj02MTcwJlN0YXJ0RGF0ZVRpbWU9MTElMmYwOCUyZjIwMjIrMTglM2E0OCUzYTIxJkVuZERhdGVUaW1lPTExJTJmMDglMmYyMDIyKzE4JTNhNTAlM2E1OCYmJmR1cmF0aW9uPTI5ODM2MyZwYXJ0bmVyaWQ9NzMxMyYmaGlnaGxpZ2h0cmVnZXg9JTVjYlVuaXZlcnNpdHkrb2YrTm90dGluZ2hhbSU1Y2IlN2MlNWNiaGVhcmluZyU1Y2ImbW9kZWRpdG9yZW5hYmxlPXRydWUmbW9kZWRpdG9yZGVzdGluYXRpb25zPTQmJmV4cGlyYXRpb249MTIlMmYwOCUyZjIwMjIrMTglM2E0OCUzYTIxLjAwMCZpbnN0YW50UGxheT1UcnVlJnNpZ25hdHVyZT0zNTUxMjUzZDMwYzk3ZTcxMjg3NDQ4NDVkNjk0YzQyMg==


Rinri Team – Executive Committee

Dr. Simon Chandler - Chief Executive Officer
Simon Chandler is CEO of Rinri Therapeutics, responsible for the strategic direction and operation of the company. He has been 
involved since its inception and works closely with Marcelo Rivolta, Rinri’s founder. 
Simon has deep knowledge and in-depth experience of the biotech sector and a strong understanding of the advanced 
therapeutics landscape, having spent most of his career within the blue-chip companies in the biotechnology and 
pharmaceutical industries. He joined Rinri from IP Group, a specialist venture capital firm, where he worked to identify 
transformative investment opportunities into exciting technology start-ups. This gave him broad exposure to the life sciences 
market across AI-diagnostics, medical devices, osteogenesis, synthetic biology, and antivirals. 
Simon was attracted to the role at Rinri by the impressive pre-clinical data, showing a dramatic restoration of hearing in 
ontological disease models, and demonstrating the enormous potential for Rinri’s technology to make a real-world impact on 
patients and healthcare systems. Simon holds a BSc (Hons) from Leeds University, UK, and a PhD in Molecular Biology and 
Biochemistry from the University of York, UK. 

Prof. Marcelo Rivolta - Chief Scientific Officer
Marcelo is the founder and Chief Scientific Officer for Rinri. He is a globally recognised thought leader in the area of sensory stem 
cells, authoring over 40 papers in the field, including some published in Nature. The Rivolta laboratory is dedicated to studying 
the biology and behaviour of auditory stem cells and to explore their potential to regenerate the damaged inner ear. His 
academic group has made key advances in developing stem cell technologies into a potentially viable therapy establishing that
pluripotent stem cell-derived progenitors can repair the damaged cochlea. His program of research has been supported by the 
MRC, the UK Regenerative Medicine Platform, the EU, the Wellcome Trust, charities like Action on Hearing Loss and he has led 
several UK and international collaborations with industry and academia. Marcelo qualified in Medicine and Surgery in 1989 at 
the National University of Cordoba in Argentina and did his Ph.D. work at the National Institute on Deafness and other 
Communication Disorders in Maryland, USA. He joined the University of Sheffield in 2001 and since 2013 has been Professor of 
Sensory Stem Cell Biology.



Rinri Team – Executive Committee

Dr. Terri Gaskell - Chief Technology Officer
Terri is Chief Technology Officer for Rinri. She has over 20 years of life sciences R&D experience in both academic and industry 
roles with a focus on the development and translation of cell and gene-based therapies. Terri joined Rinri from the Cell and 
Gene Therapy Catapult where she worked for over seven years on the translation of a broad range of candidate therapies, 
including stem cell derived, alongside underpinning technologies and infrastructure. Her role at CGTC also included advising 
academics and small companies on the development of advanced therapies. Prior to this, Terri held senior roles in industry, 
focused on the development of processes for the expansion and differentiation of pluripotent stem cells for therapeutic use and 
drug discovery. Terri received her BSc. (Hons) in Biochemistry from the University of Dundee and holds a PhD in Cell and 
Molecular Biology from the University of Edinburgh.

Prof. Doug Harley - Chief Medical Officer
Doug is a Professor of Otology at Nottingham University, a consultant ENT surgeon at Nottingham University Hospital’s NHS 
Trust and Chief Medical Officer for Rinri. He qualified with distinction from Newcastle Medical School in 1995 and was awarded 
a DPhil from Oxford University in the field of hearing research in 2001. He worked as a Clinical Lecturer at Oxford University and 
was the first recipient of a Wellcome Trust Clinician Scientist Fellowship in Otolaryngology. Doug spent time as a Surgical Fellow 
at the Sydney Cochlear Implant Centre, after becoming a Fellow of the Royal College of Surgeons and completing his higher 
surgical training at the John Radcliffe Hospital in Oxford. Specialising in Otology, including cochlear implantation, his research 
team at the NIHR Nottingham Hearing Biomedical Research Centre is interested in developing novel objective measures of 
hearing loss and communication impairments. He is also the lead surgeon for the Nottingham Auditory Implant Programme and 
he serves on grant review panels for Action on Hearing Loss and the NIHR.



Rinri Team – Executive Committee

Rachel Haines - Director of Clinical Operations
Rachel Haines joined Rinri Therapeutics as Director of Clinical Operations in October 2022. She is a hearing scientist by training and 
has worked in translational research and clinical trials within both the domestic and international markets and public and private 
sectors since 2007. Rachel specialises in audiology and otology and has a track record of leading clinical operations. She has 
extensive experience managing large cross-functional teams and has organised, multi-national, randomised, controlled drug, 
interventional and surgical trials. Rachel has also taught on internationally attended multi-centre good clinical practice (GCP) and 
trials methodology courses, and published trial results in high-impact journals, leading to guideline changes.
She joins Rinri with an already broad portfolio of trials for hearing devices and traditional interventions and is passionate about the 
potential for stem cell technology for this therapeutic area. Successfully delivering the clinical operations strategy for Rinri, and 
contributing to the future of hearing therapeutics, will be the full-circle realisation of her early career ambitions.

Dr. Faizah Mushtaq - Clinical Manager
Faizah is a clinically qualified audiologist who has previously provided hearing care to patients within both NHS and private
settings. Subsequent completion of an MSc in Cognitive Neuroscience facilitated her transition from a clinician into a 
researcher and prepared her with the skills required to study for a doctorate (PhD) in translational hearing research. Faizah’s 
interests are embedded in research that addresses clinical needs, as demonstrated by her previous work, which aimed to 
develop an objective clinical measure of paediatric cochlear implant outcome which included a national multi-centre study 
involving cochlear implant recipients. At Rinri, Faizah focuses on working with our clinical partners to refine our clinical 
strategy, including the development of objective measures and surgical approach.



Rinri Team – Advisory Board

Professor Gerry O’Donoghue
Gerry is a Professor of Otology and Neurotology at the University of Nottingham. He co-founded the Nottingham BRU for the 
National Institute for Health and Care Research (NIHR) in 2008 and is an Honorary Professor of Otology and Neurotology at the 
University of Nottingham. He is also a Consultant Neuro-Otologist at Nottingham University Hospitals NHS Trust, Queen’s Medical 
Centre. Gerry has special interests in cochlear implantation and skull base surgery.

Gerry is a Council Member of the British Association of Otolaryngologists and President-Elect of the Section of Otology, The Royal 
Society of Medicine, London. He has held a Hunterian Professorship at the Royal College of Surgeons of England and is a founder 
member of the European Academy of Otology and Neurotology. He has delivered the Joseph Toynbee Memorial Lecture of the 
Royal Society of Medicine and was awarded an Honorary Professorship by the European Society of Paediatric Cochlear 
Implantation for outstanding contributions to the field.

Gerry’s principal interests lie in the field of cochlear implantation in children and adults. He has been involved in many outcomes 
studies and has written and lectured extensively in the field. He pioneered the development of minimally invasive surgery for
paediatric cochlear implantation. Following the NICE approval of bilateral cochlear implantation for children, he has been actively 
involved in the national audit of the service. His work with the NIHR Nottingham Hearing BRU involves a multicentre pilot study 
which sets out to determine whether adults with profound hearing loss in one ear (and normal hearing in the other) can derive
benefit from cochlear implantation. His interests also extend to the field of skull base surgery where he is currently exploring the 
concept of computer-aided shared decision making in acoustic neuroma management.



Rinri Team – Advisory Board

Professor Dan Jiang
Professor Dan Jiang PhD FRCSI FRCS(ORL-HNS) is a Professor of Otology and Auditory Implant Surgery at King’s College London 
and a Consultant Otologist and Skull Base Surgeon at Guy’s and St Thomas’ Hospital, Evelina London Children Hospital and King’s 
College Hospital. He is the lead clinician at St. Thomas Hearing Implant Centre, London. Dan was trained in Otolaryngology, Head
and Neck Surgery at Guy’s and St. Thomas’ Hospital, King’s College Hospital and The National Hospital for Neurology and 
Neurosurgery (Queen Square). He completed a prestigious fellowship in Skull Base Surgery and Advanced Neuro-Otology in 
Cambridge. Dan was one of the surgeons in Europe who pioneered hearing preservation techniques in cochlear implant surgery. 
His research interests are focused on the field of optimising cochlear implant outcome and regeneration of damaged inner ear 
structures. He works closely with the NIHR and has been the principal investigator and chief investigator of NIHR funded clinical 
trials. Dan is a board member of the European Academy of Otology and Neurotology and a Trustee of the British Cochlear Implant 
Group. He served the council of the Otology Section of the Royal Society of Medicine for 7 years and was its Honorary Secretary 
and Vice President.

Professor Hubert Löwenheim
Prof. Dr. med Hubert Löwenheim is Medical Director of the department of OHNS at the Tübingen University Medical Center and 
Principal Investigator of “Translational research Group”. Hubert studied human medicine at the Goethe University in Frankfurt am
Main and Harvard University in Boston. After completing his doctorate in hearing research, also in Frankfurt, he continued his 
training as a specialist in Otolaryngology – Head & Neck Surgery – and continued his scientific work at the University of Tübingen. 
After research stays at the University of Virginia in Charlottesville and the University of Washington in Seattle, he completed his 
habilitation at the University of Tübingen in the field of regenerative medicine for hearing loss. The focus of his clinical work lies in 
otology and neuro-otology including the supply of hearing implants and cochlear implants, oncological head and neck surgery 
and plastic reconstruction, as well as interdisciplinary skull base surgery.



Rinri Team – Advisory Board

Dr. Terry Nunn
Terry is a Consultant Clinical Audiologist at Guy’s and St Thomas NHS Trust. Terry began his career in 1988, employed by 
Southwest Thames Regional Health Authority. He trained within a variety of clinical areas which included Audiology, Cardiology 
and Medical Physics. He joined Guy’s and St Thomas NHS Trust in 1993, completing an MSc in Technical Audiology in 2001. 
Following this, he was employed as a senior lecturer at UCL from 2004 to 2006, teaching clinical audiology. He has worked in the
field of auditory implantation for 17 years and his research and clinical interests include electrical neural coding and speech 
perception outcome measures. He was appointed as a Consultant Scientist and Head of Audiology in 2009.

Unai Martinez de Estibariz
Unai is an RCCP and BCIG registered experienced audiologist. He is the Adult Auditory Implant Coordinator at The Richard 
Ramsden Centre for Hearing Implants in Manchester and BCIG Trustee with online media responsibilities. His clinical interests are 
in complex audiological rehabilitation, objective measurements, and candidacy selection in auditory implants.



Rinri Team – Advisory Board

Dr. John Grienwald
Dr. John Greinwald is a tenured professor of Otolaryngology and Pediatrics with over 20 years of experience and a focus on the 
genetic causes and treatment of deafness. Dr. Greinwald co-founded the Ear and Hearing Center at Cincinnati Children’s Hospital 
Medical Center. He has pioneered the establishment of diagnostic evaluation algorithms for children with sensorineural hearing 
loss and developed a next generation sequencing platform to determine the genetic causes of hearing loss in children.

He has 92 peer review articles published with the majority related to hearing loss. His research interests concentrate on 
identifying novel causes of genetic diseases, mitigating barriers to genetic counseling in underserved populations, developing 
innovative methods of providing complex genetic information to patients and physicians and helped pioneer minimal access 
cochlear implant surgery. Clinically, he is the Medical Director of the Cochlear Implant Team and faculty in the Auditory Genetics 
Laboratory of the Ear and Hearing Center.

Dr. Greinwald received his undergraduate B.S. degree from Wofford College and his M.D. degree from the Medical University of 
South Carolina. His Otolaryngology training was at the Naval Medical Center Portsmouth Virginia and his pediatric otolaryngology
fellowship at the University of Iowa. He is board certified in Otolaryngology Head and Neck Surgery.



Rinri Team – Advisory Board

Drs. Hans E. Mülder
Drs. Hans E. Mülder studied nuclear physics at the Free University in Amsterdam and medical physics/audiology at the 
University Hospital Utrecht. In the Netherlands he practiced audiology, fitted the first multichannel cochlear implants, 
kickstarted the usage of oto-acoustic emissions as a hearing screening tool for newborns, was a teacher of audiology, politician, 
and researcher. He joined Phonak, the global leading manufacturer of hearing aids, in 1999 at their subsidiary in The 
Netherlands. He was Director of Marketing at the Phonak Headquarters in Switzerland at Phonak Communications. There he 
oversaw the successful launch of Roger, the global standard for wireless communication for people with hearing loss, and 
several generations of the power hearing aid line Naída by Phonak. In 2018 he joined Advanced Bionics, a USA based 
manufacturer of cochlear implants and, like Phonak, part of the Sonova Group. He served as Director of Strategic Marketing 
until his early retirement in 2021. Hans has a broad experience in global marketing, scientific research, branding and 
communication strategy. He holds several patents in wireless microphones, hearing protection and sound. His prime interest is
currently to help companies in the hearing health care field find their right strategy.
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